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Lt. General Ray B. Sitton, U.S. Air Force, (Retired) of Pensacola, FL, formerly
of Calhoun, GA, died on Friday, August 16, 2013 in a local hospital at the age
of 89. He was preceded in death by his wife, Maxine Kennedy Sitton on
September 14, 1997; a daughter, Deborah Susan Sitton on July 19, 1969; two
brothers, Earl Sitton (Flo), J.B. Sitton (Miriam)and six sisters, Marie Sitton Ray
(Jewel), Mattie Lou Sitton Silvers (Homer), Winnie Lee Sitton Sims
(Raymond), Jewel Sitton Bennet(Harold),Jessie Mae Sitton Avery (Virgil)and
Lola Belle Sitton.

He was born in Calhoun, GA, son of the late Ben and Addie Sitton, and
graduated from Sonoraville High School as Valedictorian of the class of 1941.
He received a Bachelor of Science degree in Military Science from the
University of Maryland in 1954, and a Master's degree in International Affairs
from George Washington University in 1967.

General Sitton entered the Enlisted Reserve in August 1942 and was called to
active duty in February 1943. Through the Army Air Corps Aviation Cadet
Program, he received his pilot wings and commission as a second lieutenant
at Eagle Pass Army Air Field, TX, in December 1943.

During World War Il, he served as a basic flying instructor at Independence



Army Air Field, KS, and in February 1945, he went to the Southwest Pacific
area where he was a pilot, Adjutant, and Aide-de-Camp with XI Army Corps
and the Far East Air Forces.

From October 1947 to January 1950, he served in a variety of positions with
the Air Proving Ground, Eglin Air Force Base, FL, including Adjutant and
Group Personnel Officer, and during this period attended the Air Tactical
School. He next attended the University of Colorado. In September 1950 he
was assigned to Headquarters U.S. Air Force as Chief of the top secret
branch in the Staff Message Division. He entered the Air Command and Staff
School, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL, in January 1954.

General Sitton was transferred to Korea in August 1954 and assigned to the
5th Air Force where he served as Air Operations Officer, Chief of the Flight
Section, and Chief, Operations and Training Branch, 314th Air Division. He
returned to the United States in August 1955, attended Pilot Aerial Observer
training at James Connally Air Force Base, TX, and was awarded his
navigator wings. He next was assigned to the B-47 pilot transition course at
McConnell Air Force Base, KS. In August 1956 he went to Homestead Air
Force Base, FL, where he held a variety of positions, including B-47 Aircraft
Commander, Squadron Operations Officer, Squadron Commander, Chief of
the 379th Bombardment Wing Training Division, and Assistant Deputy
Commander for Operations for the wing. In November 1959 he was assigned
to the 4137th Strategic Wing at Robins Air Force Base, GA, where he served
as Commander of the 342d Bombardment Squadron; Commander of the
Organizational Maintenance Squadron; Chief of the Operations and Training
Division; Assistant Deputy Commander for Operations; and Deputy
Commander for Operations for the 4137th Wing.

He was assigned to Headquarters Strategic Air Command, Offutt Air Force
Base, Nebraska, in June 1963, first as Chief of the Operations and Training



Branch, Office of the Inspector General, and in July 1965 was named Deputy
Director of Information. He entered the National War College in Washington,
DC, in August 1966 and graduated in July 1967. He then joined the
Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Washington, DC, in the Operations
Directorate, where he was Assistant Deputy director for Operations for the
National Military Command Center; then Chief, Current Operations Branch;
and lastly Chief, Strategic Operations Division.

In June 1970 he assumed duties as Commander of the 17th Bombardment
Wing, SAC, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, and in May 1971 was
named Commander of the 19th Air Division, SAC, with headquarters at
Carswell Air Force Base, Texas. He was assigned duties as Assistant Deputy
Chief of Staff for Plans, Strategic Air Command, at Offutt Air Force Base,
Nebraska, in January 1972; became Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans in March
1973; and also duties as Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations in September
1973. In July 1974 he was assigned as Director of Operations (J-3), Joint
Staff, Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Washington, DC.

He retired from the Air Force in July 1976. After retirement from the Air Force,
he worked as consultant for Boeing Defense, Space and Security for several
years, retiring in 1997.

His military decorations and awards include the Air Force Distinguished
Service Medal with oak leaf cluster, Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster, Joint
Service Commendation Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal with oak leaf
cluster, and the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award Ribbon.

He is survived by his brother, Dr. Paul Sitton (Annette) of Murray, KY, several
nieces and nephews, cousins, and many friends.

A memorial service for Lt. General Ray B. Sitton, USAF (Retired) will be held



Saturday, September 28, 2013 at 2:00 PM from the chapel of Max Brannon
and Sons Funeral Home, with Dr. Bert Vaughn and Paul Sitton officiating.
Interment will follow at the Gordon County Historical Society with full military
honors. Online condolences may be expressed and the guest book signed at
www.maxbrannonandsons.com. Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home of
Calhoun, GA, a legacy of compassion and care, is in charge of local funeral
arrangements for Lt. General Ray B. Sitton USAF (Retired), of Pensacola, FL,
formerly of Calhoun.
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In the late 70s and early 80s, | spent many a Saturday afternoon
with General Sitton at Mercer Airfield. Sometimes we flew, more
often we just talked about flying, history, government and life. | will
always cherish those memories. It was an honor and a privilege to
know you, Ray.

John Lewis - October 04, 2013 at 12:00 AM
Sonoraville High School sends our condolences. Thank you for your
service Lt. General Ray Sitton.Respectfully,Bruce Potts

Bruce Potts - October 02, 2013 at 12:00 AM



